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Mr. Sheridan replied, that in each of these cases
the opinion of the people had been fully manifested.
The decision of the Westminster meeting had been
confirmed by the parochial meetings which had
since been held; and he was confident that the de-
cision of the Common Hall would be equally estab-
lished by the opinion of the several wards. With
respect to what he had stated, that certain gentle-
men had not been heard, he might refer the worthy
alderman for an answer to the right honorable gen-
tleman, who, in 1784, had stated to his right honor-
able friend (Mr. Fox) what must be his situation of
degradation with regard to his constituents, when
they refused to listen to his sentiments. He re-
marked that the right honorable Secretary at War
(Mr. Windham) had that day distinguished himself
in a manner which would not soon be forgotten, and
he trusted would not easily be forgiven. He had
said that his right honorable friend had not, by his
explanation, retracted his original declaration. Did,
he expect him to quibble, prevaricate, and shuffle,
like some other right honorable gentlemen ? He
ought to have known him better. He might have
expected, from the candor and manliness of his na-
ture, that he would repeat without shrinking his ori-
ginal declaration. The right honorable Secretary
at War called for a rigor beyond the law. When
such language was adopted in that house, it might
be a question how long the freedom of discussion
might be suffered to remain. His apprehension of
such a catastrophe was increased, when he under-
stood that the right honorable gentleman had con-
verted the metropolis into a garrison ; that the sol-
diers were ordered to sleep all night at the feet of
their horses, with one foot in the stirrup, ready to be
called at a moment's warning. The Secretary at
War, said Mr. Sheridan, arraigns my right honor-
f able friend, when he talks of resistance.. But if he
does not regard us as hypocrites, what other lan-
guage should we use ? We tell the country, that
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